
 Listen! A sower went out to sow...some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other 
seeds  

fell on rocky ground…and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose,  
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns,  

and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,  
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!  

~ Matthew 13:3-9 
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The Soil… 
Many children in El Salvador are unable to attend school because there is no money to buy 
the uniforms, shoes, books, basic supplies, and transportation they need to last the school 
year.  
 

Some are homeless. Others live in humble homes that are unsafe and lack  
running water. They eat two meals of beans, rice, and corn tortillas a day -- if they are lucky. 
If their parents can find work, it is usually as subsistence farmers or sellers of trinkets or can-
dy. Consequently, there is very little cash at home to buy anything. 
 

With no education these children have little hope for a better future. Many become parents 
very early: the average age for a Salvadoran female to have her first baby is 15 years old. The 
poor are vulnerable to gangs, drugs, and prostitution. To save their lives, some choose to 
leave their families and make the dangerous journey north with professional coyotes. Few 
make it to safety.  
  

 

My name is Tatiana Marisol Bonilla Gomez.  I studied law. 
My graduation was on the 27th of February this year. Thank 
you to the program Seeds of Hope and everyone of you, 
which were a blessing to my life because it would have been 
impossible to study. You all helped me to continue forward. 
Currently, I am in a program working at the Ministry of  
Finance, and I hope to also serve the community, serving the 
people that need it. Just as I was helped, I want to help those 
that need it, and continue forward in order to help my family. 
Thank you for this great effort we made together—I owe it all 
to you. Thank you! May God bless you and multiply the 
blessings that you have given me in life. Thank you!  

Three Young Women, Three Graduates,  
Three Stories 

My name is Mirna del Carmen Martinez. I am a student in the Seeds of Hope program. I 
just graduated in law. My peers and I are very pleased and happy with what we have 
achieved. Going to the university is a beautiful experience because one acquires new 
knowledge.  I am satisfied with the program, with my sponsors, Pastor Matias and the 
entire pastoral team—who unconditionally support me,  along with my family, and my 
friends. I am happy to have completed this. For me, this is a gift. A very beautiful gift. 
One day when I’m employed and have a salary, I want to multiply this effort. I want to 
give a scholarship to another student. This is a personal goal I have and hope to 
accomplish. Thank you for everything. I am very grateful.   

Hello! My name is Dora Alicia Bonilla. I am thankful to God and to 
Seeds of Hope. Because with God and with you I have accomplished my 
childhood dream of becoming a lawyer. Thanks be to God, the  
graduation was in February and I am very happy to have completed this 
challenge. It wasn’t easy; I had to travel every day I had class. The trip is 
2 hours long. I would leave class late and not get home until 11pm. All 
of this was hard but it is nothing now with all the joy that I feel for  
having completed my goals, my dreams. Thanks be to God and to Seeds 
of Hope I am a professional. I hope and trust in God that I will find a 
good job in order to sustain my family and help many people. In this 
country the legal situations are difficult and many do not have money 
to pay for a lawyer, so if I can I want to help them too. Thank you!  

L to R: Mirna del Carmen Martinez, Tatiana Marisol Bonilla 
Gomez, Pastor Kristie Hennig,  Dora Alicia Bonilla 

Go to El Salvador with Family of Christ  
July 12-20, 2017 

Contact Pastor Kristie Hennig   
Kristie@familyofchristonline.com 

… But there is hope. 



Planting Hope... 
Seeds of Hope is a joint ministry of Family of Christ Lutheran Church in Chanhassen, 
MN and the Lutheran Church of El Salvador. The primary purpose of this ministry is to  
increase the access of Salvadoran children and youth to education as a means of  
equipping them for a brighter future, able to serve their families and communities. Seeds 
of Hope currently sponsors 350 students, including 35 who are studying at universities 
and technical schools. The school year in El Salvador starts in January. For a relatively 
small investment, we can plant hope in these students. 
 
Seeds of Hope is built on relationships between Lutherans in the U.S. and our “walking 
partners” in El Salvador. Every summer, groups of youth and adults travel to El Salvador 
to meet children and deliver letters from their sponsors. We take photos of the sponsored students, distribute 
useful items, and share in worship and fun with the students and their families. We also visit the students’ 
schools and communities. 
 
To receive a sponsorship, students must: 

 Attend school regularly 
 Show satisfactory progress 
 Attend church regularly 
 Participate in church youth activities 
 

We thank God for the accompaniment this ministry has 
made possible. We trust that the Holy Spirit  
is at work in every student, sponsor, and leader, bringing a great harvest from the seeds that are planted. 
are planted.  

Education & the Eradication of Poverty 
“Between 2000 and 2012, the total number of out-of-school children worldwide  
declined from 100 million to 58 million, and the global primary completion rate 
increased from 81% to 92%. However, 58 million children are still out-of-school. Even 
when children complete school, they often do so without acquiring basic skills 
necessary for work and life. Yet, of all the goals, educating children—particularly 
girls—has the greatest impact on eliminating poverty. Studies show that an extra year 
of secondary schooling for girls can increase their future wages by 10% to 
20%. Education is a powerful driver of development and one of the strongest 
instruments for improving health, gender equality, peace, and stability.”  

~ www.worldbank.org/mdgs/education.html 

“Walls and more  
border police will  
not stop the flow  
of Salvadoran  
emigrants…They  
need hope…They  
need a sense that  
they can accomplish 
something here in  
El Salvador.”  

--Bishop Gomez 

Become a Sower of Hope 
Sponsors who attend Spirit of Joy in Buffalo or Christ the King in Hutchinson: Please write 
checks directly to your church (with Seeds of Hope in the memo line), attach to the registration 
form, and bring or mail to your church. 
 
Sponsors who attend Family of Christ in Chanhassen, River of Hope in Hutchinson, AND ALL 
OTHER SPONSORS have two options for payment: 
1. Register and pay online at www.familyofchristonline.com. (Look for the Seeds of Hope logo 

on the sidebar.) You may pay by EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer) with no fees, which is the 
preferred method for administrative purposes, or by credit card with added transaction fees. 

2. Write a check to “Family of Christ Lutheran Church” (with Seeds of Hope in the memo line) 
and attach to the registration form. Bring to FOC or mail to Seeds of Hope Ministry,  

      c/o Family of Christ, 2020 Coulter Boulevard, Chanhassen, MN 55317. 
 
 

Donations are due November 1 
All donations are tax-deductible 

 

“The people of El Salvador are our greatest  
resource and strength. Our youth are our greatest 
hope, and education is the key. You can help most 
with providing scholarships.” 

~ Bishop Medardo Gomez,  
Lutheran Church of El Salvador 

 
100% of your donation is forwarded to the Lutheran leaders in El Salvador, who  
distribute it to the family of the student you are sponsoring, reserving $25 to cover 
administrative costs of the program in El Salvador.  Your donation will be used to 
purchase school uniforms, shoes, gym clothes and shoes, notebooks, school supplies, 
bus fares, and other resources necessary for the students to be successful in school.  
 
For more information, contact Mark and Janice Laven, Seeds of Hope Administrators 
(Seedsofhopeschools@gmail.com; 952-937-0479)         ¡GRACIAS! 
 

A Little Goes a Long Way 
When you invest in a student through Seeds of Hope,  
your yearly gift of $180 (K-9th grade), $360 (high school),  
or $1,500 (university or technical school) goes a long way.  
Educating a single child can lift many lives. 

 Harvesting a Better Future... 
Since Seeds of Hope began in 2001, hundreds of students in El Salvador have received financial support that has 
helped them stay in school against considerable odds. Just as important, they have received encouragement 
from their North American sponsors, who value the relationships that have developed. After 16 years of plant-
ing seeds, the harvest is coming in: to date, more than 100 sponsored students have graduated from high school! 
For a country as poor as El Salvador, that is an amazing statistic. Every year of school that a student completes 
is helpful in finding employment and supporting a family.  
 
In November 2015, 20 students graduated from high school. 14 of them went on to pursue university  
educations. In 2016 four young women graduated from university, 3 with degrees in law and 1 with a degree in 
the tourism industry. 
 
Since 2010, 18 young men and women have graduated from university and now work in 
a variety of fields, including government, business, medicine, social work, teaching, and 
law.  
 
A couple of grads are studying to be auto mechanics with the hope of supporting their 
families some day. Juan Pablo works in a hospital as a nurse and is supporting his sister 
Rosa in her university studies. Some who benefited from the sponsorship program to at-
tend school but didn’t earn their high school diplomas, were nevertheless able to find 
work in a very tough economy. Others are still job-hunting.  


